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Distinguished experts,
Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,
· It is a pleasure to welcome you to the third meeting of the World Telecommunication Policy Forum’s Informal Experts Group.
· I am pleased to see many familiar faces here in the room with us, including many of you who were present at WCIT-12 in Dubai at the end of last year.
· It is also my pleasure to see some new faces. I would like to mention one of them, Mr. Rashid Ismailov, who is the Head of the Russian delegation to this meeting. In fact, this is his first meeting in ITU after his recent nomination as the Director General of the Department for International Cooperation of the Russian Administration. In addition to the pleasure, it is sad that at this meeting I do not see Mr. Dick Beaird from the State Department of the US Administration. Dick had been with us over the last 25 years. He had never missed any important meeting. He took his retirement at the end of January 2013. He kindly came to Geneva last week to say goodbye to the ITU friends. We are very thankful to his dedicated and invaluable contributions to ITU and we are pleased to note that he might join us in our meetings in the future, and that US continues to support ITU.
· WCIT-12 concluded with the adoption of a new treaty which was already signed in Dubai by 89 Member States.
· Other countries will accede between now and when it comes into force at the beginning of January 2015 – indeed, one country has already acceded, and a number of Member States have requested further details on how to go about acceding to the treaty.
· The new ITRs chart a roadmap for future connectivity for all – and most notably, for the 700 million people around the world who still don’t have mobile phone network coverage; and even more importantly to the 4.5 billion people who are not yet online.
· Also, the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues met last week and among other things, decided to hold open consultations with all stakeholders on the public policy aspects of three key issues: (1) on effectively countering and combatting spam; (2) international public policy issues concerning IPv4 addresses and (3) Developmental aspects of the Internet.
Ladies and gentlemen,
· The information and knowledge made available by the Internet are global public goods of value to us all – and are now accessible to almost two and a half billion Internet users all over the world.
· Our goal is to make sure that ultimately this extraordinary resource is available to all the world’s seven billion people. 
· That is our goal – and that is our challenge.
· In order to protect the value and future of these global public goods, there are many public policy issues which need to be considered – many of which are highlighted in the draft report, thanks to your review, contributions and feedback.
Distinguished experts,
· Let me stress that WTPF is a forum, not a treaty-making conference. I see unanimous support from ITU Members to hold WTPF-13 to address Internet-related issues.
· We also have other forums where Internet related issues are discussed. The Internet Governance Forum and WSIS Forum are prominent examples.
· WTPF has traditionally been a forum for ITU membership to exchange views on the key policy issues arising from today's fast changing ICT environment.
· ITU’s Council agreed last July that all relevant stakeholders should participate in the work of the IEG to contribute their unique perspective to the preparatory process, based on their roles and responsibilities as highlighted by the Tunis Agenda.
· We are very happy to welcome here several non-members of ITU from all stakeholder groups who have joined this expert group to contribute their expertise and insights. I would also like to take this opportunity to ask you to consider applying for ITU membership.
· In today’s modern era, we must move towards improved understanding of stakeholders’ mutually complementary roles in today’s integrated communications infrastructure.
Ladies and gentlemen,
· ITU Council decided at its 2011 Session that WTPF-13 would discuss all the issues raised in Plenipotentiary Resolutions 101, 102 and 133; a decision upheld by last year’s Session of Council.
· Most, if not all, of ITU’s current mandate in the area of the Internet can trace its roots back to the global principles established at the World Summit on the Information Society, WSIS. This is especially true of the three Resolutions under consideration at WTPF-13.
· Many of the issues and concerns raised in the current draft of the Secretary-General’s report, and also reflected in the draft Opinions contributed by the diverse group of experts in this group, stem from the delicate interplay between the roles played by different stakeholders in today’s Internet governance ecosystem.
Distinguished experts,
· The WTPF exists precisely so we can have a global debate on key issues in the world of ICTs. WTPF-13 therefore represents your opportunity to air the issues as you see them among fellow experts.
· The Secretariat is also engaged in organizing a high-level Strategic Dialogue on ‘Building our Broadband Foundations for the Future’ on 13 May, the day before WTPF opens. 
· You are all warmly invited to attend this event.
· The role of the Informal Experts Group has been to provide the policy insight and expertise necessary to inform delegates to WTPF-13 and to help formulate the draft opinions. I should like to thank you for all your efforts to date, and over the next few days. 
· The Secretary-General’s report has benefitted from three rounds of intense scrutiny and rigorous review, so further changes at this stage might be purely refinements and corrections, as the IEG moves its attention to the draft opinions. Surely, it is in the hands of Members to finalize the inputs as they wish.
· We have received more than 25 contributions towards draft opinions on various topics. We are grateful to the IEG members for making these substantive contributions. I see some divergence in views in the various contributions. I encourage you to work together towards consolidating the various opinions in a way that takes into account this diversity of views.
· At the last meeting, you asked us to open some documents for public consultation. I am very pleased to advise you that all the documents, in particular, the relevant documents from the Council have been approved by the Chair of the Council and, therefore, they are now available.
· In closing, let me express my thanks to our Chairman, Mr Petko Kantchev, who has done a wonderful job in guiding this group and the ITU Secretariat. I thank him for his expertise and dedication to making WTPF-13 a success.
Thank you very much.

